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At the moment, Vice City Online is a bit of a different animal. Its the other side of the ‘thrill of the
hunt’ Rockstar is gunning for, in which he’s made the game into an open world crime game where

you can wander around at will, knock someone out and grab their wallet, and then stroll back home
to your base to sell the bloody thing. It’s a different beast, but its also a very, very important beast.

Not only does it give Rockstar a new, unspoilt city to carve out the Grand Theft Auto identity it
wants, but it also helps raise the bar in terms of what it is you can do to a game. Rather than being

an exercise in shooting an amusing amount of people and then running away to find a decently
placed plane to take off from, GTAV Online is about being able to hunt a targeted, determined

criminal, eliminate the target and then, if you’re lucky, retrieve their assets and sell them to a fence.
Every player can create their own custom heists, armed with their own special skill set, a different
gang, a different set of enablers, and of course, their own unique version of the target you’re after.

Its got Rockstar’s signature blend of backstabbing, betrayal and playground logic, plus plenty of
head-shots, but it also happens to be the exact opposite of the gritty, dark tone of the main game.
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Its got the same open world sandbox gameplay (without the sandbox, though, as we all know!), but
at the same time it’s been given the protection of a real online gaming environment. This appears to
be the biggest thing for the game, one that Rockstar has managed to pull off with only a week to go

before release and without any new gameplay footage, and without the benefit of the usual pre-
release hype loop that usually follows such announcements. And its by no means the only thing, or
even most important thing, that GTAV Online will have going for it. Thats not what it is. Rockstar is
making this game, at least in part, to change the way that games are made. They’re creating an

environment that allows game makers to not just be creative, but to be brave. To push the
boundaries of gaming to see what else they can do. They’re making a game that’s designed to

encourage innovation and creativity. And that does mean GTA Online will get sandboxed over time.
You might have to wait for all its single-player content to reach its end-point. But eventually you’ll be

able to jump on a plane and fly over to Vice City, making a world of your own by pulling off heists.
But in GTA Online, you’ll be able to do more. You’ll be able to jump on a plane and fly over to Los
Santos, and see what the other gangs are up to. You can see what their heists are, what kind of

assets they’re targeting and, crucially, what they’re searching for. In that respect, GTA Online is a far
better opportunity for a heist to really be fun. You can actually see the world open up and you can go

out there and hunt down one of your rivals, in a more open, real-world context. 5ec8ef588b
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