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Essential: A True Analysis of the Social Order By Chuck Klosterman Copyright 1999 1
Days later, walking home from work in the sun, I start to see people. The sun in the sky

never hurts, but when you walk around the city for a while, people start looking
different to you, and somehow you see them for the first time, as if they're illuminated

by the sunlight. In fact, when you see them, that's what they are: they aren't there;
they're just people, just the way you always knew them. The mystery isn't that people

are observed, but that they are observed in the first place. It is a secret that the people
around you do not know, and never could know, how you see them. It is a secret that

you know them, even though you don't see them. Most of the time, we don't see
anybody, because they're not there. The birds are there, but we can't see them,

because they're flying. We can sense that they're there, but we can't see them. For us,
they're invisible. They're invisible because we're so utterly aware of them. We are, in

the art of observation, "outside." And while we might feel quite proud of this, it's a
disservice to our own intelligence, a dangerous and unrealistic one. It's the opposite of

the truth: we aren't outside; we're inside. We are inside because we're aware of so
many people, so much of what is happening outside of us. But because this is

impossible for us to see, we tend to assume that we can't see it, or imagine that this is
the case. In the art of observation, we are "outside." We're inside because we're aware
of the people around us, and we sense that these people are there, and we sense that
they are quite impossible to detect, but the strangest and most uncanny thing is that

we do not see them: we are aware of them, but we cannot see them. We can sense that
they are there, but we cannot see them. But we're inside, because we can see them.

We're outside, because we cannot see them. We're outside, c6a93da74d
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